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BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT

In the book of the prophet Jeremiah (8:22), Godscout “When will the health of my people be
restored?” Many of us join in that cry today asr@asing numbers of Californians live sicker
and die younger because we lack adequate healtramse.

However, there is also good news. More peoplaitli fach day have been not only praying but
speaking out — telling the truth, sharing our g®yicalling for a real and moral solution to the
health care crisis. We know that a real solutidhrequire that we all work together:

our state needs to be involved in making healtk a#fiordable

our employers have to contribute their fair sharthe cost of health care
insurance and drug companies have to learn tonitrereasonable profits
and we all have to take responsibility for takisgecof our health

As we speak out, we thank God that our electecesgmtatives are beginning to listen. They are
working in Sacramento on health care reform nowtaegt must finish by mid-September. This
is a moment of opportunity to make sure that thegwkthat we expect real change. We are
asking congregations all over the state this wegkemfoin together in calling for health

coverage that:

includes the care real people need
we can all afford to buy and use
stays affordable as we get older

After the service, there will be two concrete ogpoities to give one last message to our leaders.
You can take a Polaroid picture of your family amite your concerns about health care on the
back, and we will take all these pictures to Saerstm, hold a public prayer service for the

health of every family in the pictures and thenalthem to your representatives. You can

also call your representative today and let themwkhow you feel. We will have cell phones

and phone numbers available after the service.
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THE HEALTHCARE CRISIS IN CALIFORNIA :
More than 6 million Californians have no healthurence at all

Over 80% of the uninsured are working people aed families (UCLA Center for
Health Policy Research)

Even if employers offer insurance, it's not affdotkafor increasing numbers of
employees —in 2002, only 58% of the children ofkeoswho were eligible for
company health insurancewere covered.

The uninsured are 25% more likely to die than theitle insurance

Healthcare costs increased 123% between 1990 & Zyom 2004-2007, the cost of
health insurance premiums alone went up 70% faviddals — and 35% for employers.
At the same time, insurance keeps covering lesdemsd
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SERMON |DEAS: LABOR DAY WEEKEND

This describes the First Fruits Ceremony, the limgpgf the first fruits
of the soil up to the priest serving at the Tenipléerusalem as a
symbol of gratitude and blessing.
This biblical rite demonstrates that well-beingpimes gratitude to G-d
and recognizes the divine-humane partnership nacgeks the fruits of
our labors to flourish.
When we bring our first fruits we tell our storystry that starts with
slavery and ends with self sufficiency, a journegttbegins in misery
and ends in joy and exaltation. That's the stogywant to tell. That's
the story that we want Californians to tell abdgit own lives, their
personal well-being, their health and the healttheir families.
It reminds us that we do not create our wealthauithhelp and that we cannot utilize it only to care
for ourselves; we must work together in partnerstith G-d to create a society where no one lacks
access to the fulfillment of their most basic neaadd where every person leads a life of blessing.
In Partnership with Adonai, let us use our liveshiessing and recognize that without access to
affordable, quality healthcare the fruits of ousdacannot bring blessings to others.

Jesus tells us that God wants to make sure theg@weis included at the table

He tells us that God will bless us when we enguaiethose who are poor and sick receive the
best that we have to offer

When the poor and the sick die before their tim@fing outside the gates for care that they
never receive, we as a community are going ag&aodts will.

When we invite them in to receive the care thay theed, we can be sure that there will be
enough to go around

It is Jesus himself that guarantees this, the Gmeeled the way by being willing to give all that
he had that we might have abundant and eternalHife life and ministry were full of acts of
healing the sick — he lived and died for our healin

What are we willing to give and to do so that oeighbors may be healed particularly the most
vulnerable and forgotten among us?

The Nobility and Honor Bestowed on Human BeingsWe have honored the children of Adam;
provided them with transport on land and sea; gihhem for sustenance things good and pure;
and conferred on them special favors, above a geeaibf our creation. (17:70)

Justice: O ye who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah, agnesses to justice, and let not the
hatred of others to you make swerve to wrong apaddrom justice. Be just: that is next to
piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well acquaintedh all that ye do. (5:8)

The Islamic Obligation to Support Just Causes Regaltess of Religious Affiliation:

Allah forbids you not, with regards to those whdhfigou not for (your) faith nor drive

you out of your homes, from dealing kindly and lystith them: for Allah loveth CLUE

those who are just. (60:8)
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USEFUL QUOTES

Do not stand idly by the blood of your neighbateviticus 19:16
Seek the lost . . . bind up the injured, and stiteargthe weakezekiel 24:16

He gave them authority . . .to heal every diseaskeeaery infirmity. Matt. 10:11

v

least of these my brethren, you did for meatthew 25:36b, 40

And serve Allah...show kindness to your parents, rmewt kin, and orphans, the needy and the neighbor
who is not of you, and the fellow traveler and Weeyfarer...Surah 4, Verse 35 (The Holy Quran)

Providing health care was not just an obligatiantiie patient and the doctor, but for society ab. weis
for this reason that health care is listed firsMaimonides on his list of 10 most important comadun

services that had to be offered by a city to issdents(Mishnah Torah, Sefer Hamadda IV: 23) Hannah Ribsén
Executive Director Jewish Council for Public Affaiand Rabbi David Saperstein, Executive Directefigibus Action Center
of Reform Judaism.

Health is not a luxury not should it be the solegession of a privileged few. We are all created,

be’zelem Elohimin the image of G-d, and this makes every humand# precious as the nexabbi
Alexander Schindler, Union of American Hebrew Caggttions

Our call for health reform is rooted in the biblicall to heal the sick and to serve the leasheg, the
priorities of justice and the principle of the coomgood. The existing patterns of health caréén t

United States do not meet the minimal standarecibsjustice and the common go@ds. Catholic
Bishops)

Throughout the scriptures, God calls for justicd &rness for all people. Therefore, it seems
particularly clear that in the richest nation ontleaGod expects access to adequate health cheedo
basic right for all citizens, regardless of gendacg or financial status. While good health caieo
assured to everyone, good health care can anddsheguarantee@hurch of the Brethren Annual Conference)

Of all forms of inequality, injustice in health eas the most shocking and inhumag®ev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.)

Health is a fundamental human right...it should baadly available and accessible to @lam Sa'dullah
Khan)

It is hard to imagine a person who claims to bg juerciful and kind who, after becoming awarehaf t

injustice, humiliation and suffering of millions whive without health coverage, does not work taraje
such conditions to alleviate such sufferigigg&m Ahmed Nezar Kobeisy)
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INTERFAITH PRAYERS
CHRISTIAN

Prayers of the People — General
Intercession

Priest/Pastor: My brothers and sisters,
through this common prayer let us pray to
our Lord Jesus Christ, not only for
ourselves, but for the health and well-being
of all whom God has created, saying, “Lord
make us whole.”

Deacon/Assistant For the holy Church of
God, this in the name of Jesus who healed
the sick and welcomed the outcasts, we
minister to all who suffer in mind, body and
spirit and call for care that excludes none,
we pray to the Lord.

Lord make us whole.

For all the people of the world in which
disease knows no borders, suffering is a
shared language, health care is a common
need, and good health is a universal hope,
we pray to the Lord.

Lord make us whole.

For our nation, that we assure health care for
everyone and so doing discover that true
strength comes from ensuring justice and
compassion for all and not just for some, we
pray to the Lord.

Lord make us whole

For ourselves and our community, that we
don’t pass by the problems of others but
work together to solve the problems that
afflict our neighbors, offering comfort and
care, support and solidarity, advocacy and

action to heal the broken places, we pray to
the Lord.

Lord make us whole

For all who are Uninsured and
Underinsured, that they find strength and
hope in You and justice and care from Your
people, and for the siclegpecially. ). that

they are sustained by faith and served with
care by doctors and nurses acting as agents
of your love, we pray to the Lord.

Lord make us whole.

For all who have died, especially those who
have died for lack of care, and for the loved
ones who grieve their passing, we pray to
the Lord

Lord make us whole.

Priest/Pastor: We know, O God, your desire
for health and wholeness through Jesus
Christ, who told the woman that reached out
and touched him, “Your faith has made you
well.” Grant us today what we ask of you in
faith, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




A Prayer for Healinghdapted from the
Presbyterian Church Book of Common Worship]

Mighty and merciful God,

You sent Jesus to heal broken lives.

We praise you that today

You send healing in doctors and nurses,
And bless us with technology and medicine.

May we work with justice and compassion
to assure that the blessing of this care is
available to all and not just to some.

We claim Your promises of wholeness

as we pray for those who are ill in body
or mind, who long for Your healing

touch.

Make the sick healthy,

the broken whole,

and confirm those who serve them
as agents of Your love.

Then all shall be renewed in vigor
to point to the risen Christ,

Who conquered death

that we might live eternally.

Amen.

Leader:Ever loving God,

You have taught us that justice is your will
and your way. We are grateful for the
lessons of love taught by the life, death and
resurrection of your son Jesus. We come in
full recognition of the reality that justice is
expected of us and yet we confess that our
days have been marked with injustice. We
pray this day, O God, that we might be
moved to act against injustice so that all
might have life abundant, full and free

Leader:Let us pray. Righteous God, hear our
prayer, hold all those who suffer in your
everlasting arms. Lead us to discern

injustice and to resist with all our being.
Enable us to be in solidarity with all who are
oppressed. Lead us to follow Jesus who was
unjustly put to death, whom you did raise

again as our every living hope. Praise be to
God. Amen.
Source: World Council of Churches

| SLAMIC

Allah truly enjoins justice and lhsan (kind
and excellent treatment). Prophet
Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) states that which
means: “The creatures of Allah (i.e.,
humans) are the children (i.e., liability and
responsibility) of Allah and the most
beloved to Allah are those who show kind
and excellent treatment to His children.

O ye who believe! Stand out firmly for

Allah, as witnesses to justice, and let not the
hatred of others to you make swerve to
wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that
is next to piety and fear Allah. For Allah is
well-acquainted with all that ye do. (5:8)
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Creator of Life G'vurot

Great is Your power, O Lord, and endless
Your love. The evening stars tell of Your
might, and growing things are a song of
Your love.

You have taught us to uphold the falling, to
heal the sick, to free the captive, to comfort
all who suffer pain. In sickness and in
health, in life and in death, You are with us.
Blessed is the Lord, Creator of life.

Hear now our prayer for those who cannot
see a doctor when they are sick and in need
of healing, who suffer pain unrelieved by
health care they cannot access. Strengthen
us to use our hearts and hands, voices and
vision to help see that all people have the
health care they need.

May the One who blesses all life, bless and
heal those who struggle against iliness. May
their pain be eased; may they be
strengthened with faith, love, and caring.
May they know sustenance from their
friends and families.
May those who seek ways of healing
through medical knowledge and those who
care for the sick be blessed with courage,
stamina and communal support. And let us
say: Amen

Congregation Beth Am, Los Altos Hills

Mi she berach avoteinu,

M'kor hab'racha l'imoteinu,

May the Source of Strength, Who blessed the ones
before us
Help us find the courage to make our lives a
blessing

And let us say: Amen

Mi she berach Imoteinu,

M’kor Hab’racha l'avoteinu

Bless those in need of healing with
Refuah Shlema,
The renewal of body,
the renewal of spirit,
And let us say: Amen

Debbie Friedman







