A Pilgrimage Blessing
on Behalf of Struggling Supermarket Workers, their families, our communities, 

and the Management and Stockholders of Safeway/Vons, Albertsons, and Kroger/Ralphs.

Gathering Song: Fix the World 

Invocation: We call upon the One Great Spirit, creator of all we see and all we do not see, to bind us together as we embark on our sacred pilgrimage this day. You have called us here to this time, and this place. We come from many faith traditions, many nations, many backgrounds, but we have one heart, one mind, one purpose. Oh, Source of All Life, strengthen us. Give us wisdom and courage. Empower us, and grant us peace.

The Gathering: We gather with a message that the human cost of this labor dispute is too dear—no amount of profit can make up for this loss.   We gather with a message to our brother in faith, Stephen A. Burd, and to his fellow C.E.O.’s that there is more at stake than the bottom line.

(Children and puppies come forward).  We come together saying, “Mr. Burd, we know that you are a good man, a man of faith, a man who cares so much about animals that you raised $80,000 last year to protect and defend puppies.  We ask you to lift your eyes from these puppies to the children who hold them and the workers who are their parents.  Mr. Burd, now is the time to listen. Mr. Burd, now is the time to hear. Mr. Burd, now is the time for justice for these loyal and hardworking people. ”

The Call to Action: 

Leader: For four months now, 70,000 Southern California workers have been on strike or locked out of their jobs by three major supermarket chains.  These workers are part of 70, 000 families who suffered through a bleak Christmas season and whose suffering continues to increase daily.

Leader : Since December, the union has offered major concessions but the employers have not demonstrated any significant willingness to compromise. The supermarkets continue to insist on deep cuts in medical coverage.  New hires (who will account for 30% of all employees by the end of the three-year contract) will have to pay $4,000 to $6,000 per year to maintain adequate health benefits with essential medical services such as well baby care, mammograms and chemotherapy. This financial burden will fall with even greater weight on the grocery baggers and other lower-wage workers in the grocery workforce.  In order for working people to contribute to society, they need to have access to affordable health care.

Leader: In Proverbs 21:13, we read “If a person shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.”  The heart of our petition is for the cry of the needy to be heard.  After every specific call to action, let us all say together :Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy.”

Leader: We call on the management of the supermarkets to return to the bargaining table and to negotiate in good faith until a fair contract is attained.  It is a violation of basic moral principles to refuse to negotiate and jeopardize the well-being of tens of thousands of families.   Neither the workers nor the companies, and least of all the public itself, is advantaged by further delays.

All: Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy.

Leader: Supermarket Workers cannot pay their bills. They cannot feed their children. They cannot feed their animals. They cannot get healthcare. These, our neighbors, are in jeopardy. We, the religious community, can not, we will not sit by and watch them suffer. We are called to action in the ancient tradition of pilgrimage.

All: Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy.

Leader: As Moses went to Pharoah on behalf of the Hebrew People, we will travel north to tell Steve Burd that he must stop this violence against the people who work for him, and against the communities which support his business. 

All: Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy

Abel Lopez, Justice and Peace Minister, All Saints Episcopal Church: As the Apostle Paul traveled the world with the news of Jesus Christ, We will travel north with a message of caring and concern for our brothers and sisters on the picket lines.

All: Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy

Imam Saadiq Saafir: As the prophet Muhammed traveled from Mecca to Medina to preserve the faith, We will travel north with a message that our communities must be preserved as well.

All: Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy

Rev. Jarvis Johnson: As Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote, “…I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny.” Neither will we to sit idly by. We commit our whole selves to this struggle

All: Do not close your ears to the cry of the needy.

The Blessing of the Pilgrims/Messengers:

(The Pilgrims stand together, face the clergy and hold hands)

Blessing by religious leader
Blessing by religious leader

Prayer in Song: Travelling Prayer, 1 verse and chorus
Blessing by religious leader
Blessing by religious leader

Prayer in Song 

Blessing by religious leader
Blessing by religious leader
Prayer in Song 

Blessing by religious leader
Blessing by religious leader

Prayer in Song 

Leader: (Bring forward the baskets of postcards and all the resolutions)  We join with the 10,000 people who wrote these postcards and the denominations and religious authorities that wrote these statements and resolutions in a common prayer:

All: Almighty one, open the mind and heart of your servant Steve Burd. Bring the scriptures to his mind, convict his spirit, change his heart. Bring him to a new level of understanding and compassion. Make him to see the suffering of these workers, your people, and make him to do what is in his power to do to end their suffering.

Leader: Final Blessing/Sending Forth
All: We will not stop. We will not cease.   We SHALL overcome.

No Basta Rezar

