Sanctuary Covenant Ritual 

for Doubletree and Loews Workers

“ I will never leave you or forsake you, says the Lord”

Gathering Song: “Shalom Havarim”

Words of Welcome:

L: You who labor in hotels do the sacred work of hospitality.  When the work of caring for guests is not respected and when you must struggle to meet basic needs, we are all affected.  The sacred power of hospitality is lost and forgotten.

C: We stand with you; you are not alone.

L: We recognize that your work is sacred.  We confess that we have not valued your work enough.  We atone by standing with you as we seek justice together and restore hospitality to its sacred place.

C: We stand with you; you are not alone.

L: We know that there are always people and institutions who will attack those who stand for justice.  When we decide to struggle for justice, we take a courageous risk; prophets are often persecuted.  Yet, the ancient tradition of sanctuary calls us as people of faith to stand with those whose rights are violated and to provide support and protection.

C: We stand with you; you are not alone.

Testimonies:

Doubletree Worker (Why I am doing this…what my deepest beliefs tell me)

Religious Leader (Why I am doing this…A story from our tradition of prophetic courage)

Doubletree Worker (Why I am doing this…what my deepest beliefs tell me)

Religious Leader (Why I am doing this…A story from our tradition of prophetic courage)

Loews Worker (Why I am doing this…what my deepest beliefs tell me)

Religious Leader (Why I am doing this…A story from our tradition of sanctuary)
Formation of the Blessing Circle: (workers on the inside, religious leaders on the outside, paired up)

Blessing of the Community of Sanctuary and Solidarity

Exchange of Blessings (Workers offer religious leaders a sign of their work with words of blessing, religious leaders offer workers a stole with words of blessing)

Joining of the Circle/Siyahamba (We are marching in the light of life). Everyone forms one large circle while singing.

Signing of the Covenant: 
Religious leader explains the meaning of the covenant (a promise of support, different for each faith community and individual depending on their gifts and calling but with a pledge to seek to grow in their understanding and to deepen their commitment).  To the accompaniment of special music, religious leaders and/or workers come forward and sign the covenant and sign up to make a specific step of commitment – a delegation or a contribution.  They then receive a magnet and instruction sheet.)

Benediction

Closing Song: Somos el Barco

Simple Feast! 

